Discussion
The crystal structure contains ion pairs linked by hydrogen bonds [d(Cl-HI) = 0.97 Â, d(Hl-Ol) = 2.20 Â; ZCl-Hl-Ol = 160.3°] as observed commonly in imidazolium salts [2] . Characteristically for enolates, the anion exhibits the lengthening of the central olefinic double bond in connection of the shortening of the adjacent C-O single bond [d(C13-C14) = 1.384(3) Â, d(C\A-Ol) = 1.265(2) Â], Despite the enolate π-electron délocalisation, no significant twist of the fragments along the olefinic double bond is observed. The dihedral angle C12-C13-C14-01 is 179.1°. 
